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by Varadarajasvami of Karachi (Vishnu in the form wor-
shipped at Conjeevaram), and with this he was able not only
to ransom himself but to feed the Vaishnavas for a consider-
able time. When it was exhausted he took to highway
robbery to procure the requisite money. Narayana himself
was watching the zeal of Tirumangai for this good end, and
in order to win it yet more fully for himself he turned into
a wealthy Brahmin traveller and allowed himself to be way-
laid and robbed. Tirumangai did his work thoroughly but
was unable to lift his rich spoil from the ground until the
Brahmin taught him a mantra which contained within itself
all the four Vedas. This produced a xvonderful effect, and
Tirumangai saw the traveller whom he had robbed trans-
formed into Vishnu in the form of Hrishikesa, with his
consort Lakshmi, riding on the great kite, Garuda, Inspired
by the sight he produced the hymns which are pre-
served in the Prabandham—Periya Tirumoli, Timkuritii
Tanda/iam, Tirimedun Ta?idaham, Tiruverukutrirukkai,
Siriya Tirumadal, and Periya Tirzcmadal. He visited
many sacred shrines, which he celebrated in his hymns.
At Sihali (Shiyali) he had a debate with the Saiva saint,
Sambandhar, in which he came out victorious, Sambandhar
giving him his trident as a sign of respect. (This trident is
found on all images of Tirumangai, who is for this reason
called Parakalar, the Enemy of Heretics.) At last he reached
Srirangam, where the god, Raiiganathan, commissioned him
to rebuild and enlarge his temple. To secure the necessary
funds for this, Tirumangai again resorted to brigandage. He
gained possession of half a cargo of nuts by an unscrupulous
trick, and proceeded to rob the Buddhist shrine at Negapatam
of its golden image of Buddha. In the latter place his
brother-in-law, Yatirajan, lost his life, which was however
restored to him through the intercession of Sri Ranganayaki,
the divine consort at Srirangam. With the funds so obtained
he set about the building work at Srirangam. When obstre-
perous workmen demanded payment he saw to their being
drowned in the Kaveri, and consoled their indignant rela-
tives by telling them that they would be happier at the feet
of Sri Ranganathan than they had been on earth, . . . And
so at last, having obtained as a final boon the vision of the

